1st Church Preschool 

Assessment Plan

Purpose:  The Assessment Plan for 1st Church Preschool was created to have an organized and structured method in which to determine each child’s interests, strengths and areas of need in each developmental domain.  The information gathered though our assessments will assist teachers and parents in the development of individual goals.  It is also used by teachers as they create their curriculum and in planning activities that will provide additional learning opportunities, or practice, when areas of need are identified.  Also included in our assessment plan are the means in which the information gathered will be communicated to parents, receiving teachers and, if need be, outside consultants.  It serves as tool to organize and mutually share information between families and program staff members.

This assessment plan supports our program philosophy and curriculum, “children learn by doing”.  The PAF provides amble opportunities for teachers to observe children actually demonstrating and building on the skills and benchmarks identified in the framework.  It does not create a system to compare one child to another or one classroom to another, nor is it used to make placement or retention decisions.
The Assessment Procedures:

Prior to each student’s first full day of school, important information is collected through the use of forms, checklists and questionnaires.  In addition, observations are made on visiting day and there after. Notes are written on a regular basis, reviewed and maintained in a confidential manner.   These observations and notes help teachers more clearly identify children or skills that need additional support.  Teachers consider identified needs as they develop their curriculum for the week/month and as they creating plans for daily activities that address individual needs.

Formal assessments are conducted for each child using the Connecticut Preschool Assessment Framework, observation, questionnaires, checklists and other informal tools.  With these, children’s skill levels and their progress on clearly defined learning goals are assessed.  These goals include all aspects of a child’s learning and are organized in four developmental domains based on the 30 Performance Standards in the Connecticut Preschool Curriculum Framework.  Their skill level and progress are assessed within the normal activities and procedures of their own classroom.  
Informal observations by teachers are made of each child’s abilities in the developmental domains, as appropriate based on the Connecticut Preschool Performance Standard.(i.e. on the large motor equipment for large motor skills, within group/calendar time for language and expressive abilities, at the art/writing tables or using manipulatives for small motor skills.)  Observations are made during each part of their schedule and recorded daily on an Activity Record to document the choices a child makes, including the activity, duration, and social interactions.  Observations are made during outside playtimes on the playground in the mornings and afternoons as well. Throughout the day, children are actively involved in making individual choices with hands-on activities that each week have been tailored to facilitate, guide and illuminate specific skills being assessed, using materials from within the activities and equipment from our overall program curriculum as laid out in the Parent Handbook. 
An assessment form is used to record this information twice a year (fall and spring).  Data collected from the daily observation sheets is recorded on both the assessment form and graphed as part of our student profile/ student file. Skills and benchmarks are looked at along a continuum, from emerging to developing to strengthening to mastery.   There is no pressure or fear of failure experienced from the children to achieve a certain level since the continuum is an overlapping developmental range.  For example, parents of three-year-olds can see the range of abilities progressing for two and half year olds through four year olds.  All information obtained is kept confidential and is released to a third party only with the parent/guardian authorization.
Family members are provided information about their child’s progress on a regular basis.  Parent Conferences are offered in the fall and spring.  This is another time for parents and teachers to talk about the child as seen in different environments Teachers discuss with parents the assessment methods used and come to a consensus with parents as to whether or not the methods used is appropriate for their child.  Assessment information, classroom work and children’s progress in all developmental domains is reviewed with parents during each 30-minute parent-teacher conference or more often when requested.  .  Teachers communicate the information being shared in conferences in ways that are sensitive to family values, culture, identity and home language. During parent conferences goals are created, together with teachers and parents, to guide on-going curriculum and activities for each child.  Parents are given a copy of the assessment and child profile, and the goals developed. 
Using the Information 

The information gathered during the assessment process is very helpful in a number of ways.  Curriculum for each classroom is developed, not only based on three of the thirty performance standards per week beginning in September – November and January – April, but also on the results of the assessments.  Teachers review the information gathered during their assessments and weave into their plans activities related to the performance standards.  They use the assessment results to guide their planning and activities for the overall classroom and individual children in their ongoing experiences.  These activities are differentiated to address the individual needs of each child as identified on the assessments.  The tool also serves as a guide to view how the group as a whole is progressing in specific skill areas and can sometimes indicate whether or not a concept or skill needs to be re-taught to the entire group. When an assessment indicates that additional or more in-depth screening may be warranted, teachers will follow the referral procedure for additional screening services after parent permission is obtained.
Assessment information also provides opportunities for parents, current teachers and receiving teachers to take a somewhat objective look at each child and their progress in each developmental domain.  It provides families and teachers with useful information that will help them understand a child’s individual styles and learning needs enabling individual goals to be set and revised.  It also creates opportunities for more supported and effective transitions.  All information and data collected on each child is confidential and is maintained in files only be accessed by 1st Church Preschool teachers and others authorized by parents with written permission.
Assessment Timeline

	
	Sept
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	June

	Assessment Activity/
Tool
	Begin PS Daily Observation and Daily Activity Record
	Daily 

Observations continued
	End of PS

Complete PS Assessment Form/ Child Profiles
	Parent Conferences
	Begin PS Daily Observation (2)

Parent Observations
	Daily Observation (2)

Goal implemented
	Daily Activity Record
	End of PS

Complete PS Assessment Form/ Child Profiles
	Parent Conferences
	Summary 
notes

	Communication
	Individual summary note to parents of first days

White board info of daily activities

Curriculum posted with performance standards being assessed
	Parent 

Night

Assessment

Process reviewed 

White board info of daily activities

Curriculum posted with performance standards being assessed
	Invite parents to have lunch with children and to sign up for conferences

White board info of daily activities

Curriculum posted with performance standards being assessed
	Parent Conferences

Copies of assessment

White board info of daily activities

Curriculum posted with performance standards being assessed
	Goal Notes

Discussion with parents of observation

White board info of daily activities

Curriculum posted with performance standards being assessed
	White board info of daily activities
Curriculum posted with performance standards being assessed


	White board info of daily activities

Curriculum posted with performance standards being assessed
	Invite parents to sign up for conferences

White board info of daily activities

Curriculum posted with performance standards being assessed
	Parent Conferences

Copies of assessment White board info of daily activities

Curriculum posted with performance standards being assessed 
	Copies of assessment

Shared with parents and receiving teachers for review
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