1st Church Preschool

March 2011 Newsletter

Winter is almost over and with so many snow days, I think we are all ready for spring!  Despite the bad weather, we have been enjoying the sledding, mountain climbing and building opportunities the snow offers.  The teachers did an impressive job teaching and helping children master the tedious dressing skills needed for all that winter gear. Unfortunately, even when the snow and ice are gone, we are presented with a new challenge--lots and lots of squishy, messy mud! The children love the opportunities that the March mud and puddles present and snow pants will help to keep them warm and dry.  It is exciting but messy stuff, so please be patient with us!  We will try to keep it under control as much as possible and will happily send home all winter gear, as soon as the mud is gone.  Also, once again, please replenish the extra clothes bags, especially with a few pairs of socks! 

Regarding snow days, our present policy states that 1st Church will reimburse tuition after three snow days. We have had a total of seven days so far this winter and will be calculating credits for each family. Parents may take advantage of using some of their credit toward an extra day of care with advance notice. There is some space on Monday in the 3’s room, and Monday and Friday in the 4’s room. The credit will be applied to the final tuition payment in June.

Teddy Bear Portraits will be at the school on Monday, March 7th for parents to purchase portraits. Viewing times are 12:00-1:00 and again from 3:30-5:30. If you are unable to come to the school that day, the portraits will be available in the office throughout the week for parents to view and make their purchases.

We have been working hard to complete the necessary documentation and policy revisions in preparation for our re-accreditation from the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC).  We have completed the self-study portion of the re-accreditation process, submitted our Candidacy Report, and have finally received word that our site visit will occur sometime between March 8th and March 31st. Due to this impending visit, we will be rescheduling our annual “Movement Week” activities until next month.

A sign up sheet is posted at the parent sign in table for our Indoor Work Day to be held on Saturday, March 26th from 9:00-12:00. We are looking for parent volunteers to come help spruce up our preschool space. We will be painting, cleaning, and organizing to prepare for our Open House to be held on Saturday April 2nd from 9:00-1:00. Although we have invited children to attend outdoor workdays, our indoor workday may not be appropriate for them as we will be painting classrooms and hallways and play areas will not be available. We will post a list of equipment needed for that day and appreciate anyone who can help by bringing along items that will make our jobs easier. We will be advertising our Open House along with our Community Event to invite new families to visit and learn about our preschool program.

I hope you will be able to join us on Saturday, April 2nd, for our Community/Spring Fundraising Event.  The magician, “Amazing Andy” will be here to entertain children and their families with his magical talents.  We will also be holding a “Take a Chance” drawing. Families can purchase tickets to take a chance on a variety of donated items. The show will take place from 11:00 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. but doors will open at 10:30 so you can have time to peruse our “Take a Chance Table” and purchase popcorn, water or juice.  Admission is $5.00 per person or $20.00 per family and can be paid at the door.  Please bring friends, family, and neighbors, and help support our school. Children love this Saturday social event and it should be a lot of fun for everyone.
Confirmation letters and next year’s enrollment forms are beginning to go out. Sign-up forms for the April break will be included in the April newsletter as well as information about our summer program.  As always, please let us know if you have any questions or concerns. Also, be sure to look for the bulbs we planted in the fall, as they should be sprouting soon. Happy Spring!

Brenda

