1st Church Preschool

111 Church Drive ( Cheshire, CT 06410 ( (203) 699-1169 ( 1stchurchpreschool@sbcglobal.net
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Dear Parents,

Happy New Year to you all!  I hope you had a joyous holiday and relaxing vacation.  Be aware that after being out of school for the holiday break, a version of September’s separation issues may again occur, so be patient and consistent with back to school schedules.  We hope everyone had a chance to conference with teachers. We learn so much more during these focused exchanges of information!  This month we will be providing an opportunity for parents to come in and observe in our classrooms. Here is a chance to see what goes on during our preschool morning. Sign up sheets will be posted outside of each classroom for those who are interested.
Registration for next year is in full swing and is now open to outside families. Please submit your application form as soon as possible to guarantee enrollment for your child in the fall. Also, just a reminder that Friday is Miss Lisa’s last day. I am concluding the interview process and hope to have a new teacher in place soon.
Cold weather has finally arrived, so please come dressed for the colder temperatures! Children should have labeled coats, snow pants, boots, hats and mittens (two pairs for full day children) regardless of whether or not there is snow on the ground. Remember that we go out every day, except in severe weather. It is not an option for a child to stay in so if your child is not up to managing the school routine, resting at home away from the group would be best. The 5’s Room group also goes out each day and will need their full gear as well along with a change of clothes.
Since it is often wet and muddy outside, we will be wearing boots when we go outside. It is best to have slip-on snow boots that are warm and can get dirty for use on the playground.  Upon entrance back into the building, we shed this outside footwear for easy, slip-on inside shoes (Velcro sneakers preferably), thus keeping mud contained and socks dry. Please provide your child with separate footwear for indoor use.  Also, please be sure to check and restock clothing bags with extra dry socks and pants!  
It is an amazing task dressing and undressing 36 children in full gear each day. In order to keep floors (and therefore socks) dry during the cold and muddy weather, each classroom has a location for drying boots, hats and mittens.

3’s Room: Children will shed boots and mittens on the rug just inside our school entrance hallway and then put their belongings in their cubby to dry.

4’s Room: Children will undress down the big hallway outside the double green doors.  Boots are stored on the wooden stairs to dry. At the end of the morning, parents will be able to collect them from the hallway before going home. Wet hats and mittens can be found on the drying rack in the center space.

5’s Room: Children will keep their boots at their coat hook area and drying hats and mittens may be found on the drying rack in the center space.
Afternoon Program:  Children will take off boots and wet mittens just inside the school entrance hallway and then put them in their cubbies. 
We try to spread mittens out to dry, but when they are not reclaimed they eventually get added to the extra school mitten baskets.  Always feel free to search those baskets and neighboring cubbies for missing pairs that may have gotten misplaced.

Just a reminder, we are closed for Martin Luther King Day on Monday, January 16th.  Children in the 4’s and 5’s rooms especially, may be asking questions about this holiday. We try to tread carefully around the violence issue and concentrate on Martin Luther King’s life and goals. You may need to expand on this discussion at home and talk with teachers about any sensitive issues that arise.  
We will be closed on Monday, February 20th in observance of President’s Day.  Also, our regular preschool program will be closed for winter break Tuesday, February 21st through Friday, February 24th. During these four days, we offer our “optional days” for families needing child care during the break.  Care is available from 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. The program will be staffed by Cindy, Emily, Mary-Lynn, and Caryl and is held in the 4’s room with a mixed age group of three-, four-, and five-year-old children. The optional day program is relaxed and low key with special group projects planned for the mixed ages of children attending.  No one has been charged for any part of that week in their regular 39-week tuition payment.  You will be charged for the specific days for which you sign up and that payment will be due by Friday, February 17th.  If you are interested in having your child attend during “optional days,” please complete the bottom form and return it to me by Friday, January 28th.  We need a minimum of 6 children enrolled daily in order to run the program.
Please remember, we are closed if Cheshire Public Schools are closed. When public schools have a delayed opening of 90 minutes, our delay is only one hour. If the weather worsens during the day, we will call for parents to come and pick up children as soon as possible!

Have a happy, healthy new year!  

Brenda
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Optional Days Sign-Up

February 21-24, 2012
Closed Monday Feb. 20th!
Cost: $32.00 per morning (8:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.)  / $50.00 per full day (8:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.)
Child’s Name: ________________________________________________________

Please check box to indicate days needed:
	
	Tuesday 2/21
	Wednesday 2/22
	Thursday 2/23
	Friday 2/24

	AM Only
	
	
	
	

	Full Day
	
	
	
	


To be returned by Friday, January 27th!
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