1st Church Preschool

111 Church Drive ( Cheshire, CT 06410 ( (203) 699-1169 ( 1stchurchpreschool@sbcglobal.net

Newsletter October 2011
 Dear Parents,

Fall is here and before you know it, we will have to wear our jackets everyday.  Please label jackets and all other outerwear with your child’s name or symbol so we know what items belong to which child (especially in the 3’s Room). If you are purchasing new items for children, please keep in mind that we are fostering independence and the easier outside clothing is to put on (so that children can begin to manage dressing themselves) the better. We still use water, inside and out, as children are continually fascinated with water play. They often end up getting a little wet despite their best efforts. Please be sure to check your child’s change of clothes bag regularly and replenish with warmer clothes and extra socks.   


The children have transitioned very nicely into their new classrooms and seem to be enjoying getting to know their new teachers and friends.  During this month, we would like to invite parents to have lunch with their child.  It is an opportunity to come for a short visit and experience part of their day. Sign up sheets will be posted outside each classroom once dates are set.  

Each fall, as we talk about the season’s changes, we love to plant bulbs with the children.  Children who wish to do some planting with their class should bring a few bulbs from home. We will be planting over the next couple of weeks. They look so lovely when spring arrives and the children are always amazed at the beautiful flowers that bloom from their bulbs.  October also brings talk of Halloween.  We will soon be sending out the preschool’s annual “Bah Humbug” letter. This letter explains our thoughts about dealing with this very exciting and often scary holiday within the developmental guidelines and philosophy of our school.  


Cheshire Academy has a community volunteer program for their students.  Students sign up to be regular volunteers in our Afternoon Program Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 4:00 until 5:30 pm.  We are delighted to have these extra helpers join us!  These students assist our staff in the Afternoon Program both in the classroom and on the playground. They are never alone with children. Some students are from far way places and the children love their individual attention, stories, and enjoy asking them questions about where they are from.  If you have any question please see me.  

Parent Night is scheduled for Wednesday, October 5th from 7:00 to 8:30 pm with the evening beginning in the Parish Hall. The evening will begin with a slide show presentation and then parents will visit the classrooms. At this time, teachers will explain our assessment process, talk about parent conferences, and provide parents with other important information.

Please note that we will be closed on Monday, October 10th in observance of Columbus Day. Also, on Tuesday, October 18th beginning at 8:45 a.m., Yale-Child Study will be at the school conducting research regarding children’s understanding of intellectual property, sharing and helping behavior, and social preferences. Our school has participated in this program for the past several years. The study is set up in the Nursery Space. Further information and a parent consent form will be available the evening of Parent Night. Participation is completely voluntary and confidential. If you have any further questions, do not hesitate to ask.
We will need your help with the upcoming fund raising event that helps us pay for special projects like our playground and other school events.  Once again, the Board has voted to sell Lyman Orchard frozen pies.  The reviews from last year--the pies are delicious!  The sale will run from October 5th-21st. They will be delivered frozen on Wednesday, November 9th, just in time for the Thanksgiving holiday.  So talk it up and get your orders in early. You will be receiving information/order packets put together by the Board of Director’s Fund Raising Committee.  We hope everyone will participate in this sale!
Many thanks to the folks who have signed up to be parent volunteers on our job list and to parents who have donated requested items. Of course, there are still many volunteer opportunities available. Your contribution of time and energy makes such a difference to our school.  Helping is a wonderful way to be part of this school community and benefits us all. We are looking forward to our Fall Workday to tidy up the playground and add some mulch. We are scheduled for Saturday, October 15th, beginning at 9:00 AM until noon. The sign up sheet is posted at the sign-in desk. If you are unsure of your availability, but end up free on that day, you can show up to help at anytime on Saturday morning.  The children are welcome as well!!!

Finally, please notify us as soon as possible if your child (or their sibling) develops any type of virus or communicable disease that may be contagious to others. We will be enforcing our sick child policies as stated in our medical/health policy letter that went home to families last month. No child will be allowed to stay in school with a fever or after vomiting. No child will be able to return unless symptom free (including no fever without medication) for at least 24 hours.  We are trying hard to decrease the risk of spreading the many illnesses that will be going around this winter. Thank you for your consideration.

Enjoy these lovely fall days! 

Brenda
Important Dates to Remember

Wed., October 5 

Parent Night 7:00 – 8:30 pm (Parish Hall)

Mon., October 10

Closed for Columbus Day

Sat., October 15 

Work Day 9:00 am - 12:00 pm (Rain Date T.B.D.)

Tues., October 18 

Yale Child Study

            October 5-21
 
            Fall Fundraiser (Lyman Orchard Pies)

            Wed., November 9 

Pie pick-up

Reminders

· Tuition payments are due the first week of each new month (no written reminders) and should be put into the blue tuition envelope located to the right just inside the office door.

· Please try to remember to wash and return your child’s cot sheet in the basket located in the outer hallway near the cots, so it is ready for the following week.        

